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Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


The Battle of Sekigahara (1600): The decisive battle in which Tokugawa leyasu effectively took 
control of Japan from the Toyotomi Clan. Most of the daimyo from eastern Japan sided with the 
Tokugawa whereas the daimyo of the west sided with the Toyotomi Clan. 


Ikeda Terumasa (1564-1613): One of the great daimyo of the Sengoku period (1482-1558), 
Ikeda Terumasa sided with leyasu at the Battle of Sekigahara after which he was awarded with 
Himeji Castle and the Harima domain (located in modern day Hyogo Prefecture), 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645): A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan 
was 37, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. Takuan 
was an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by influential and 
powerful figures including Go Mizuno and Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu 
Munenori discussing Zen and Swordsmanship entitled The Unfettered Mind has become an influ- 
ential treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, 
takuan, also bears his name. 





The Yagyu Clan: Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) 
was one of Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as. 
the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as 
the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has 
been depicted in Kazuo Koike’s Lone Wolf and Cub as the plotters of the downfall of Ito Ogami, 
the general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, 
Munenor'’s son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the peo- 
ple from evil-doers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown): A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482- 
1558) and the founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo 
mastered the Kyohachl style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. 
In the context of Inoue's Vagabond as well as in Yoshikawa's Musashi, Yoshioka Seljuro and 
Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto 
‘Musashi on numerous occasions. 


About Vagabond 


Takehiko Inoue’s Vagabond, based on Eiji Yoshikawa's novel Musashi, is a fictional account of the 
life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A Book of Five Rings, was a master of the sword and was revered as 
a “sword-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style of sword fighting which is typified by fighting 
with both long and short swords at once, holding the long sword with the right hand and the 
short sword with the left. Musashi was also a master of the “gentler arts"—he was a master of 
the sumi-e art form, metalworking, and woodcarving. 


About the Author 


Created by Takehiko Inoue, author of the best selling manga - Slam Dunk with over 100 million 
‘copies in print worldwide. For his work in Vagabond, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts award 
for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as the Kodansha Award for best 
manga. Inoue has also received the prestigious Tezuka award for his previous works. In addition 
to his numerous manga titles, Inoue also created the character designs for the Playstation bas- 
ketball game, One on One 


‘A note on names: The names presented within the context of this comic are presented in the 
traditional Japanese order—surname, followed by first name. “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi's 
last name and “Musashi is his first name. The name of the creator of Vagabond, however, has 
been presented first name first, last name second, “Takehiko” is the author's first name and 
“Inoue” is his last name. 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond has been printed to read from right to left in its original 
Japanese format—presenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the 
way it was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a mirror image 
of the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left to 
right reading orientation of English. For this reason, errors in continuity 
occasionally occur and characters who were originally right-handed 
suddenly become left-handed. In order to present manga in its purest 
form, Vagabond is being printed to read from right to left. This way, 
Kimono are worn with the left side over the right and the samurai's 
long and short swords are carried on the left side the way they were 
traditionally worn, 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end of this comic and 
read from right to left. 


| was entranced within pages of reading Vagabond; Inoue's 
adaptation of Yoshikawa’s Musashi pulls you right into the story and 
doesn't let you go. —Greg McElhatton, iComics.com 


Inoue’s artwork is flat-out gorgeous. | —Randy Lander, TheFourthRail.com 


Shinmen Takezo is a young man who is destined to become the 
legendary sword-saint, Miyamoto Musashi—perhaps one of the, most 
renowned samurai of all time. For now, Takezo is a cold-hearted killer, 
who will take on anyone in mortal combat to make a name for himself. 
This is the journey of a wild young brute who strives to reach 
enlightenment by way of the sword—fighting on the edge of death. 
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